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CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is December 
17th, 2001. The time is 12:25 p.m. I'm 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety 
Battalion, New York Fire Department. I'm 
conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER CHILLEMI: Salvatore 
Chillemi. 

CHIEF BURNS: -- from Engine 260. This 
is in regards to the events of September 
1ith, 2001. 

Q. If you would, Sal, just tell us in your 
own words what happened on that day. 

A. We had eight or nine rigs, which I 
don't recall every rig that was there going down 
in the convoy down to the World Trade Center. We 
went down to West Street. I don't know the block 
that we stopped at. It was, let's say, eight 
blocks away from Vesey. We parked our rigs, and 
we were told to carry all the gear we can carry. 

We walked down West Street towards the 

World Trade Center. When we got to somewhere 
between Barclay and Vesey, that's when tower -- 
tower two had come down before we got there. 


Tower one started to come down as we were between 
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Barclay and Vesey. The tower is coming down. We 
just dropped all our gear and just made an about 
face and ran for our lives. Basically that's 
what happened to us in that area that I can 
remember. 

As we ran back on West Street, trying 
to get out of the danger zone, the cloud of dust, 
smoke and everything just covered us completely. 
I didn't get a chance to put my mask on at that 
point. I put it on after a few minutes as we 
were trying to get out of the area. 

After the smoke lifted and cloud 
lifted, we all tried to look for each other, all 
our guys, because we all kind of scattered out of 
the way. We tried to regroup somewhere down on 
Warren Street, I believe it was. 

The lieutenant and the rest of the guys 
in the company kind of regrouped and tried to 
walk back towards that area to get our gear and 
see if anybody needed any kind of help in that 
area. 

Basically that's all I can remember at 
that point after that. 


Q. Okay. Great. 
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CHIEF BURNS: That concludes our 
interview. 


Thanks, Sal. 


